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PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES FOR 2025 
 (For duties, see Canon 35) The Rector and Wardens are ex-officio members of all committees 

 
SIDESPEOPLE 
Murray Phillips 
 
SYNOD DELEGATES 
(also members of Regional Council) 
Cameron Finlay 
Karen Ferguson 
 
SANCTUARY GUILD 
Camille Herbin (President) 
Cathy Stewart (Flower Convener) 
 
PARISH REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALONGSIDE HOPE 
Liz Adamson (died in July, 2025) 
 
PROPERTY 
John Whidden (Chair) 
Gordon Thorpe  
Camille Herbin (Cemetery Chair)     
 
 

FINANCE  
Robert Wrye (Chair & Treasurer)  
Gary Dunfield (Book Keeper) 
John Whidden (Secretary) 
Ian MacDonald 
Reid Spencer (appointed Chair & Treasurer in 
December) 
  
REPRESENTATIVES TO WOLFVILLE AREA 
INTERCHURCH COUNCIL (WAICC)   
Rev. Dr. Rob Hankinson 
Rev. Nicole Uzans 
Val Burtsell 
 
REPRESENTATIVES TO ST. ANNE’S CAMP 
Jim Nelson 
 
ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN (A.C.W.) 
 Beth Turner & Dianne Thorpe (Co-Presidents) 
 Dianne Thorpe (Secretary pro tem)     
 Judy Amos (Treasurer) 
 Debbie MacDonald (Devotions) 
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PASTORAL STATISTICS ACCORDING TO THE DIOCESAN SCHEDULE 
2025 (2024) (2023) 

 
1. Total Families on Parish Roll: uncertain (175) (175)    
2. Total Individuals on Parish Roll: uncertain (240) (240)    
3. Baptized Communicants on Parish Roll: uncertain (240) (240) 
4. Confirmed Persons on the Parish Roll: uncertain 

Records of the above have not been maintained for several years 
 
5. Number of Identifiable Givers: (85) (92) (100)   
6. Average Sunday Attendance: (62) (61) (70) 
7. Christmas Eve and Morning Attendance: (132) (70)* (132)   *Snow storm 
8. Easter Attendance: (99) (96) (103)   
9. Pentecost Attendance: (64) (74) (54)    
10. Second Sunday in September Attendance: (43) (58) (56) 
11. Average Attendance at The Elms and Wolfville Nursing Home (monthly): (30) (30) (30)  
12. Lay Parish Staff: (5) (5) (4)  
13. Average Attendance at Post-Secondary Dinners: (8) (8) (8)    
 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE STATS SUMMARY 
        
Average weekly YouTube views 46 (50) (49)  
Average weekly YouTube views for Services of the Word 48 (46) (47)  
Average weekly YouTube views for Eucharist services 44 (50) (50) 

               Christmas Eve views (2 services) 
 
82 (73) (42) 

               Christmas Morning livestream views 37 (37) (27) 
               Easter Morning views 48 (60) (34) 
               Pentecost views 40 (34) (33) 
               2nd Sunday in September videos (start of term) 46 (42) (72) 

 
  

MINISTRY TO YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

Number of Teachers: (10) (13) (0) volunteers at Community Roots day camp  
Number of Registered Pupils: (14) (12) (0) enrolled in Community Roots day camp 
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PARISH RECORDS 
1. Baptisms: (1) (0) (3)  
2. Persons Confirmed: (0) (0) (0)  
3. Marriages: (0) (0) (1)   
4. Funerals: (1) (7) (6)  
5. Interment of Ashes (2) (2) (3) 
6. Received from other Communions (0) (0) (0) 
 
 

ORGANIZATIONS AND GROUPS 
 

1. St. John's Anglican Church Women average attendance at monthly meetings: (9) (12) (15)   
2. Sanctuary Guild (14) (23) (23)   
3. Brass Cleaners (2) (2) (9)   
4. St. John's Adult Choir (13) (13) (12), performing anthems or motets most weeks.  Practice weekly  
5. Individuals who lead the Prayers of the People at the 8am service (1) (2) (2)   
6. Individuals who lead the Prayers of the People at the 10am service (6) (6) (5)  
7. Individuals who read the lessons at the 8am service (4) (5) (5)   
8. Individuals who read the lessons at the 10am service (16) (16) (13)  
9. Eucharistic Assistants for the 8am service (2) (3) (2)   
10. Eucharistic Assistants for the 10am service (5) (5) (4)   
11. 8am Greeters (5) (4) (4) 
12. 10am Greeters (8) (8) (8) 
13. 10am Counters (8) (8) (8)   
14. 10am Livestream Operators (5) (5) new ministry started in September, 2023 
15. Number of small group studies (5) (6) (5)   
 
 

BAPTISMS 
Gabriel Walker LeDuc 

 
RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS 

James & Denyse Nelson 
 

INTERMENT OF ASHES 
Valerie Elaine Flecknell 

Doris Mae Ross 
 

FUNERALS/CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE 
Mary Elizabeth Adamson 
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SYNOD REPORT 
 

The 152nd session of Synod was held on May 23-25th, 2025 at St. Francis Xavier Campus in 
Antigonish. All churches in Nova Scotia and PEI were invited, and most were represented. 
The Rector and two designated lay people from each parish were in attendance- we even had 
a 7-month-old baby! Rev. Nicole Uzans, Cameron Finlay, MaryEllen Finlay (as an observer), 
as well as myself, Karen Ferguson, attended all three days.  There were 260 people registered, 
representing 125 churches and 94 parishes. Synod is a business meeting - there were 15 
resolutions voted on, 5 of which related to the Canons, which are the laws governing our 
church. I attended the "New to Synod?" Session, and found it very informative. 

The theme of this session was "Therefore, We have Hope", with Bishop Sandra Fyfe 
presiding. Special guest was Bishop Deon Johnson, from Missouri, and he was 
inspirational.  The question posed to us was- "What do I need to remember to restore our 
HOPE in our parish, our community and ourselves?" One of the first people I met on the 
way to my accommodations was Bishop Sandra, who gave me a hug. That helped me feel 
hopeful and more confident in my purpose of being a Synod member. 

The meeting started on Friday night with speeches and worship, and an address by Bishop 
Deon asking us, "How do we nurture our seeds of hope inside us to create ambassadors of 
hope?" The Saturday was very long, with resolutions discussed; I was impressed with the 
passion of the speakers who came to the microphone and spoke, and the significance of how 
that passion was received. Bishop Sandra did an excellent job of keeping the meeting on 
track. There were 8 at our table -it was nice to get to know people from other parishes and 
hear of their struggles and success. We four from St. John's got together for supper, which 
was a highlight for me. It is so wonderful to break bread with people and get to know them a 
bit better. 

We had worship and music at the chapel at St. FX which was lovely. Sunday brought more 
meetings and address from our guest speaker, Bishop Deon Johnson, asking us "What does it 
mean to be a Welcoming and Hospitable Church?" It is worth pondering that question. I 
witnessed a few "holy moments" over the weekend and met many wonderful people. 

I gave a report to Parish Council, as well as a "fireside chat" to both services upon my return. I 
think Synod is something every church member should experience. It gives you a perspective 
regarding where your church fits within the diocese and reassures you that we are in good 
hands-God's hands. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Ferguson 
 
 
  





https://www.nspeidiocese.ca/
https://www.stjohnsanglicanchurchwolfville.ca/












https://alongsidehope.org/
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THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
Several projects were undertaken in 2025. The first was to repaint the belfry which had not 
been done since its installation twenty years ago. This was a brief task, but not inexpensive as 
it necessitated hiring a bucket lift to get the painters safely aloft. The other outside jobs were 
the installation of two light standards for the parking lot and floodlights to illuminate the 
new church sign beside the parking lot entrance; these were organized by Bill DeGrace. 
 
A heat pump was installed for the rectory with five heads covering most rooms on the two 
floors. Indications are that the rectory is more comfortable now, and that temperature can be 
lowered in areas not in immediate use. The system will also make it comfortable in summer 
heat. While the oil furnace is still maintained as a backup, it is expected that overall heating 
costs will be reduced.  
 
One new tree, donated by a parishioner, was planted in the graveyard. Most of our mature 
trees date from the early 20th century or earlier and are coming to the end of their allotted 
time. Over the past 15 years five oak or maple saplings have been planted as replacements or 
as infill near older trees, and we expect to continue with this to maintain the canopy over the 
graveyard which is an important element in its air of tranquility. 
 
Fred Rogers continues to do the ploughing and salting of the parking lot and drive, as well as 
some gardening and related jobs as needed. Please note that snow removal is centred around 
Sunday morning, so if there are to be gatherings at other times when there is expectation of 
snow or ice, please let me know in advance so I can notify Fred. Aaron Rogers has been doing 
the mowing for the entire property and comes as trimming is needed. Again, if there is an 
event planned for which freshly trimmed grass would be required, please let me know in 
advance. 
 
I am grateful to the wardens and Rector for their support, and for the assistance which 
Gordon Thorpe is always happy to provide. 
 
John Whidden, Chair 
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PART TWO: 
 

Statement of Income & Expense Report,  
 

2026 Budget,  
 

Agenda &  
Slate of Individuals for Election 
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A note regarding the Statement of Finances and Investments 
 
In the attached Statement of Finances and Investments, you will find the Statement of 
Income and Expense, the Balance Sheet which includes a listing of Assets and 
Liabilities, and the Deferred Income statement. 
 
In years past, the AGM report also included Memorial Funds, an itemized asset 
statement, and a Care of Graves report.  We have been advised by the Diocese that it is 
not permissible to publicly report on financial information linked to an identifiable 
individual, whether the finances were given by that person or in honour of them, or 
whether they are alive or deceased.  This is a privacy issue for donors, as well as any 
individual in whose name donations are given and their extended family.  We have 
therefore removed the donation amounts from the annual report.  Further, this report 
names only the donors and individual(s) in whose memory gifts have been given in the 
previous calendar year (covering the year of the report, ie 2025).  
 
AGM Reports of years past included information on memorial donations and care of 
grave donations from November 1973 until the current date.  Annually publishing this 
partial historic record was somewhat arbitrary and, as we have learned, it infringed on 
individuals' privacy of personal information.  Please be assured that this information 
will not be lost, but will be retained in archives.  Each year, new donation information 
will be added to this archive, ensuring that complete records are kept and secured as we 
go forward. 
 
In this age of information access, it is incumbent upon the Parish as a legal entity to 
ensure that we protect personal data for all parishioners and their families, past and 
present. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Cameron Finlay & Karen Padovani 
Wardens, St. John’s Anglican Church, Wolfville NS 
  



 

 
 
Auditor’s Report 
14 February 2026 
 
 
To all concerned personnel, 
 
I have reviewed the St John’s 2025 annual financial files and there were some 
issues, however I have addressed them with either book keeper Gary Dunfield or 
warden Cameron Finlay. 
 
Therefore, as all issues have been resolved, I am pleased to report that the financial 
statements for St John Anglican Church are satisfactory for 2025. 
 
 
Randy Mansfield 
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Memorial Fund Donations  
  
A total of $450 was added to the memorial funds in 2025 in the name of the following individuals 

  
Frank and Grace Conrad  
David Doake  
Robert Wrye  
Doris Mae (Waterbury) Ross  
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Annual General Meeting – Sunday 22 February 2026 
Agenda 

 
1. Call to Order and declaration of quorum  
2. Opening Prayer  
3. Election of Chair of Meeting  
4. Election of Secretary of Meeting  
5. Approval of Agenda 
6. Approval of minutes of Annual General Meeting of Sunday February 23, 2025 
7. Unfinished business from 2025 Annual General Meeting  
8. Communications  
9. New business arising in this meeting  

§ Parish By-Laws 
10. Election of Treasurer 
11. Financial Report for 2025 (includes Investment Report and Insurance 

Statement) 
12. Acceptance of Annual Report, including Rector’s Report, Warden’s Report and all 

committee reports included therein  
13. Presentation of 2026 Budget  
14. Elections: Warden, members for Parish Council, WAICC representative 
15. Acceptance of Chairs of Committees as identified in the Slate of Officers 
16. Thank you and acknowledgements  
17. Commissioning Prayer for Lay Leaders 
18. Adjournment with Closing Prayer 
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Slate of Individuals for Election 
Role  Term 
Warden Karen Padovani March 2026 – February 2028 

Treasurer Reid Spencer March 2026 – February 2029 
Members at Large Jim Nelson 

Michelle Mansfield 
Member at Large 
Member at Large 

March 2026 – February 2029 
March 2026 – February 2029 
March 2026 – February 2028 
March 2026 – February 2029 

 
Parish Council as of December 31, 2025 
Role  Term 
Wardens 
 

Cameron Finlay 
Karen Padovani  

March 2025 – February 2027 
March 2023 – February 2026 

Treasurer Reid Spencer January 2026 – February 2026 
Secretary Michelle Mansfield  March 2023 – February 2026 

Members at Large Jim Nelson  
Val Burtsell 
Bill DeGrace 
Dianne Thorpe 
Cathy Spencer 
Karen Ferguson 

March 2023 – February 2026 
March 2024 – February 2027 
March 2024 – February 2027 
March 2024 – February 2027 
March 2025 – February 2028 
March 2025 – February 2026 

 
Slate of Individuals in Committee Leadership Roles 
ACW Dianne Thorpe 

Sides Teams & Counters Murray Phillips 
Finance Reid Spencer 

Sanctuary Guild Camille Herbin 

Property John Whidden 
Stewardship open 

Alongside Hope open 

St. Anne’s Camp Jim Nelson 

Cemetery  Camille Herbin 
 


